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Two-Year Limitation 
on Walsh-Healey Actions 


The Supreme Court has recently 
ruled that unless the United States 
brings its actions for liquidated dam- 
ages under the Walsh-Healey Act 
within two years of the date of the 
violation the action will be forever 
barred. 

While the decision in Unexcelled 
Chemical Corporation v. U. S. con- 
cerned only the child labor prohibitions 
of the Walsh-Healey Act, the effect 
of the decision is to make the Portal- 
to-Portal Act two-year statute of limi- 
tations applicable to all government 
actions for unpaid minimum wages, 
unpaid overtime compensation, or 
liquidated damages under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act or the Walsh- 
Healey Act. 

The government had contended that 
the Portal Act provision requiring the 
bringing of actions within two years 
after the cause of action accrued did 
not apply to the facts of the case on 
three grounds: (1) Congress did not 
intend the limitation to apply to child 
labor violations; (2) even if the cause 


(Please turn to page 152) 


Mexican Farm Labor Program 


The Congressional Committees on 
Agriculture held hearings this week 
on companion bills to extend for three 
years the authority under which Mexi- 
can Nationals are imported for work 
on farms. The bills, 8. 1207-H. R. 
3480, were endorsed by the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, and the 
National Grange. The National Farm 
Labor Users Committee urged that 
permanent authority be enacted. 

The Department of Labor, the 
agency under which the program is 
administered, was represented at the 
hearings by Under Secretary of Labor 
Lloyd A. Mashburn who proposed 
that the extension be limited to one 
year. Mr. Mashburn stated that a 
one-year extension would give the new 
administration an opportunity to 
study the program and work out ad- 
ministrative problems that have de- 
veloped in its administration. He 
recognized the need for supplement- 


(Please turn to page 152) 


Walsh-Healey Exemption Is Necessary 
to 1953 Procurement, QMC States 


The Office of the Quartermaster General testified at a public 
hearing this week that a Walsh-Healey exemption is necessary to 
enable the QMC to obtain firm commitments from canners on 
the armed forces’ requirements of canned fruits and vegetables 


from the 1953 pack. 


Col. W. F. Durbin, Chief of the Procurement Division in the OQMG, 
stated that in the absence of a Walsh-Healey exemption it will be impos- 
sible to obtain 1953 requirements in grades, containers, and export casing. 
The effects of Walsh-Healey stipulations on cannery operations were de- 
scribed by Howard T. Cumming, Curtice Brothers Co., Rochester, N. V.; 


New Defense Materials System 
Frees Civilian Use of Metals 


The government this week lifted 
most controls on civilian use of steel, 
copper and aluminum. 

Under new procedures, projects for 
the Department of Defense and 
Atomic Energy Commission will get 
first call on these controlled materials, 
and the remainder will be available to 
the civilian economy for any use. 

Canners are thus enabled to proceed 
with construction or repair, and to 
deal directly with suppliers for con- 
struction materials and for mainte- 
nance, repair, or operating supplies. 

Manufacturers of canning equip- 
ment likewise will be able to schedule 
their production without direct govern- 
ment restriction, except with nickel- 
bearing stainless steel, which remains 
under control. 

The lifting of controls on civilian 
use of the three basic metals was ac- 
complished March 23 with issuance 
of a set of orders modifying the Con- 
trolled Materials Plan and providing 
for a new “Defense Materials System” 
to become effective July 1. 

The Defense Materials System, like 
the Controlled Materials Plan in its 
new form, contemplates giving pri- 
ority to defense and atomic energy 
projects and leaving all other mate- 
rials on the open market. 

The DMS will become effective, 
however, only if Congress extends 
provisions of the Defense Production 
Act that are scheduled to expire 
June 30. 
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A. L. Keene, Keene Canning Co., 


. Freeport, III.; and O. E. Snider, 


Blue Lake Packers, Inc., Salem, Ore. 

Three representatives of organized 
labor testified in opposition to the re- 
quest for the exemption. 


The hearing was held March 25 on 
the request of the Secretary of the 
Army for an exception from the pro- 
visions of Section 1 of the Walsh- 
Healey Public Contracts Act for con- 
tracts for certain canned fruits and 
vegetables. The hearing was con- 
ducted by William Grogan, assistant 
to the Administrator of the Wage and 
Hour and Public Contracts Divisions 
of the U. S. Department of Labor (see 
INFORMATION LeTTeR of March 14, 
page 137). 

Because the QMC is the sole pur- 
chasing agent for canned foods for 
all of the armed forces, Colonel Dur- 
bin appeared as spokesman not only 
for the Secretary of the Army but 
also for the Secretary of Defense. 


John Fanning, Director of Indus- 
trial Relations in the Department of 
Defense, stated that since the change 

(Please turn to page 150) 


Standard of Identity 
of Tomato Catsup 


In response to a formal industry 
request, the N. C. A. on March 20 pe- 
titioned the Federal Security Admin- 
istrator to amend the standard of 
identity of tomato catsup to permit 
the use of corn sirup as an optional 


(Please turn to page 149) 
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Information Letter 


STATISTICS 


Stocks and Shipments 
of Canned Vegetables 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned asparagus, green 
and wax beans, beets, carrots, corn, 
peas, tomatoes, and tomato juice have 
been compiled by the N. C. A. Division 
of Statistics, and detailed reports 
have been mailed to all canners pack- 
ing those items. 


Canned Asparagus Stocks and Shipments 
Change 

from 
1951-52 1052-53 1051-52 

(ver- 

(actual cases) cent) 

Carryover, March! 505,870 8. 898 +71 

Pack . 4,060,054 4.506.190 — 8 


. 5 ATA, 83 5 462,088 — 0.2 
865.808 038,207 +8 
1, 182,660 


Total supply. . 
Stocks, March ! 
Shipments, Dec, 1.. n. u. 
Shipments, March | 

to March ! . 4,600,035 4.523.701 — 2 


n. u. Not available, 


Green and Wax Bean Stocks and Shipments 


Change 

from 
1951-52 1952-53 1051-52 

(per- 

(actual cases) cent) 

Carryover, July 1 1,305,850 2.453.035 +76 
Pack . 10,866,074 17,200,663 
Total supply . 21.262. 824 1 60% %% — 8 


Stocks, March ! 7.515.418 3.480.845 —34 
Shipments during 

Feb. . 1,672,087 1.333.622 7 
Shipments, July 1 

to March 1.... 13,747,406 16,172,853 +18 


Canned Beet Stocks and Shipments 


Change 
from 

1951-52 1952-53 1051-52 
(per- 
(actual cases) cent) 


Carryover, July 1 1,471,122 1,061,621 +33 
Pack. 8.416.282 8,131,487° —3 
Total supply.... 9. 880 74% 10.003 106% +2 
Stocks, March 1. 4,107,025 3,810,834 -7 
Shipments, Jan. 1 

to March 
Shipments, July 1 

to March 1.... 5,778,449 6,273,274 +9 


1,812,505 1,663,504 —8 


0 Revised to include beet pack from Jan. 1 to 
March 1. 


Canned Carrot Stocks and Shipments 
Change 
from 
1951-52 1952-53 1051-52 


(per- 
(actual cases) cent) 
Carryover, July 1.. 343.201 217.141 37 


Pack . 2,043 ,747*2 +28 
Total supply . 2,386, 04892 838.784" +19 
Stocks, March 1. 762,006 1,003,134 +43 
Shipments, Jan. 1 to 


March 1. 525,381 421.582 —20 
Shipments, July 1 to 
March 1 . 1,624,852 1,745,650 +7 


* Revised to include carrot pack from Jan. 1 to 
March 1, 


Canned Pea Stocks and Shipments 


Change 
from 
1951-52 1952-53 1051-52 
(per- 
(actual cases) cent) 
Carryover, June 1 1,110,873 4.740.050 +327 
Pack . 37.837 87 20.440. 277 — 22 


Total supply . $8,048,170 34,186,336 — 12 
Stocks, March 1. 11,318,015 9.377.723 — 17 
Shipments during 

. $8,007,426 2,636,565 — 12 
Shipments, June | 

to March 1.... 27,630,155 24.808.613 — 10 


Summary of Canners’ Stocks on March 1 and Season Shipments 


Following is a summary, prepared 
by the N.C.A. Division of Statistics, 
of stocks of principal canned foods 


held by canners on March 1 and sea- 
son shipments to March 1, with com- 
parisons: 


Canners’ March | Stocks and Season Shipments to March ! 


Canners’ Stocks, March | 


1053 
Item — 

Fruits 
Apples (6.10) ee 1.3 
Apple sauce 3.5 
Cherries, r. . p. 
Vegetables: 
Asparagus 
Beans, green and wax „ 8.5 
Heets 4.8 
Carrots 1.1 
Corn 13.9 
Peas 0.4 
Tomatoes * 5.6 
Tomato juice * 0.3 
Haby foods (doz.) 


* excluding Calif. na. not available 


Season Shipments to March ! 


1048 52 1048 52 
1952 ave, 1053 1052 ave, 
———(millions of actual cases) — — 
2.6 na, 2.3 3.7 na, 
6.0 na, 6.9 n. a. 
0 4 3.4 3.8 3.3 
o 4 4.5 4.6 4.2 
7.8 4.8 16.2 13.7 13.3 
4.1 2.5 6.3 4.8 4.9 
8 1.7 1.6 1.5 
8.1 10.3 24.7 22.5 21.3 
11.4 0.7 24.8 27.6 24.2 
4.0 4.1 10.4 17.2 14.4 
7.2 6.6 18.1 13.5 11.7 
32. 9 32.7 25.6 25.1 22.0 


Canned Corn Stocks and Shipments 


Change 

from 
1951-52 1952-53 1051-S2 
(per- 

(actual cases) cent) 
373 375 427.729 +11 


Carryover, Aug. 1 
Pack........... 30,188,540 38,212,332 +27 
Total supply. ... 30,561,915 38.640.061 +26 
Stocks, March 1. 8,055,928 13,992,325 +73 
Shipments during ® 
feb... 2,580,271 +11 
Shipments, Aug. 1 
to March 1.... 22,505,087 24.707.736 +10 


Change 

from 
1951-52 1982 33 1951-42 

(her- 

(actual cases) cent) 
Carryover, July! 55,355 1.726.877 +3,020 
Pack.......... 27,672,300 28. 176. 477 -" 
Total supply... 27,.727.754 26,903,314 


SumMary or Srocks anv 
Exciupro 


Stocks, excluding 
Calif., Feb. 1 3,605,899 6,302,574 +73 
Stocks excluding 
Calif., March! 2,954,769 5,567,195 +88 
Shipments, 
cluding Calif., 
741,130 825,459 +11 


Tomato Juice Stocks and Shipments 


Change 

from 
1951-52 1952-53 1051-52 

(per- 

(actual cases) cent) 

Carryover, July 1 917.071 5.304.054 +478 
Pack $1,625,594 31.516.500 — 1 


Total supply. ... 32,542,605 36,721,544 + 13 
or Srocks ano 
Exciupep 


Stocks excluding 
Calif., Feb. 1 
Stocks excluding 
Calif., March 1. 7,200,744 0.328.004 + 20 

Shipments ex- 
cluding Calif. 
Feb.. . 1,608,649 1,486,219 — 8 


8.818.393 10,814,313 + 23 


Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation 
are reported by the N.C.A. Division 
of Statistics as follows: 

Change 


from 
1952 1953 «1052 


( per- 
(thousands of dozens) cent) 


Canner stocks, Jan. | 57.522 35,300 — 1 
Pack, Jan. and Feb..... 20.409 23.773 +16 
Supply . 7.078 +1 
Canner stocks, March l. 52.808 33.4050 + 1 
Canner shipments, Feb.. 11,603 11.835 4 2 
Canner shipments, Jan. 

and Feb,............ 24,003 25,577 + 2 
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1952 Season Total 
Packs of Beets and Carrots 


The 1952 pack of canned beets 
totaled 8,131,487 actual cases as com- 
pared with the 1951 pack of 8,415,252 
cases, according to a report by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 

The 1952 pack of canned carrots 
amounted to 2,621,643 actual cases as 
compared with the 1951 pack of 
2,043,747 cases, according to the same 
report. 

The season total packs of beets and 
carrots were compiled on the basis 
of the packs through December 31 
(see INFORMATION LETTER of Febru- 
ary 16, page 31) and the packs from 
January 1 to March 1. 


1952 Packs of Beets and Carrots 
January 1 to March 1, 1953, 
and Total Season Packs 


Can Size Beets Carrots 
(actual cases) 
24/2.... 459 3.376 
8,335 4.088 
100.581 43.120 
71,017 77.753 
Mise, tin and glass...... 
Total, Jan. 1-March 1... 283 054 128.343 


Total through Dec. 31. 7.848.433 2,493,300 


U. 8. Total, 1052 pack... 8,131,487 2,621,643 


Demand and Price Situation 


The Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics reports in The Demand and 
Price Situation that economic activity 
and the flow of income to consumers 
is being maintained at a very high 
rate with little indication of any 
weakening in the next few months. 
Industrial production continues to ex- 
pand. Output of durable goods is up 
13 percent over a year ago with pas- 
senger car assemblies around 45 per- 
cent above February 1951. Retail 
sales have held near record levels in 
recent months reflecting high con- 
sumer incomes and increased credit 
buying by consumers. Sales in Janu- 
ary were up 9 percent from a year 
earlier reflecting a gain of one-fourth 
for the automotive group and general 
increases in most other retail stores. 


Business investment intentions for 
the second quarter of 1953 indicate 
that capital expenditures for plant 
and equipment may be a little above 
current levels. Furthermore, govern- 
ment outlays for national security are 
expected to rise somewhat more in the 
coming months. These provide a 


strong underpinning for a continued 
high rate of activity over the next 
few months at least, BAE said. 


On the basis of farmers’ intentions 
to plant as of March 1, acreage in 
spring planted crops in 1953 will be 
a little larger than last year. If these 
intentions are realized and growing 
conditions are average, supplies of 
farm products will again be rela- 
tively large. 


Processors’ reports as of March 1 
indicated they intend to plant a 4 
percent larger acreage of green peas 
for canning and freezing in 1953 than 
in 1952. Such an acreage, with aver- 
age yields and abandonment, would 
result in a crop about the same as 
in 1952. Of this intended 1953 acre- 
age, about 27 percent is indicated for 
freezing, as against 73 percent for 
canning. This is a slightly higher 
proportion for freezing than in 1952. 


Sweet Potatoes 


If growers carry out their planting 
intentions as expressed about March 
1, 367,000 acres will be set to sweet 
potatoes in 1953, according to the 
latest crop report issued by the Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics. This 
acreage is 10 percent larger than the 
334,000 acres planted in 1952 and 15 
percent more than the _ record-low 
acreage of 1951. Despite this indi- 
cated increase, acreage in prospect 
is 38 percent below the 1942-51 aver- 
age. Increased plantings are in pros- 
pect for most states with the biggest 
increases indicated for the commercial 
areas. The sharpest expansion of 
acreage is expected in Louisiana, the 
principal sweet potato state. 

If 1958 yields should equal the 
1947-51 average, by states, a crop of 
about 35 million bushels would be 
realized from the prospective plant- 
ings indicated at this time. Produc- 
tion in 1952 was 28,292,000 bushels, 
the smallest crop since 1881. 


Consumer Purchases of Juices 


During February, 1953, estimated 
purchases of canned single-strength 
juices by householders were equal to 
about 8,000,000 cases of No. 2 cans, 
according to the latest monthly report 
issued by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics on consumer purchases of 
fruits and juices. 

This volume was about 8 percent less 
than that purchased in Februarya year 
ago. Smaller purchases of all canned 
single-strength citrus juices accounted 
for the decrease. Prices paid for cit- 


rus juices averaged slightly higher 
than a year earlier, but prices paid 
for other juices remained almost un- 
changed. Purchases during Febru- 
ary, 1953, by householders for each 
of the canned juices is shown in com- 
parison with one year ago in the 
following table: 

Percent 


Purchases by Householders change 
(thousand cases 24/2's) from 
1953 1 


8,694 8.020 —8 
Orange . 2.300 1.720 —25 
Grapefruit 1,041 915 —12 
OG blend 557 452 -19 
Tangerine...... 123 (*) — 
Lemon 42 39 —7 
e 187 205 +10 
Pineapple 1,493 1,465 —2 
„ 415 442 +7 
Tomato 1,755 1,840 +5 


(*) Too few purchases reported for analysis, 


Catsup Standards 
(Concluded from page 147) 


ingredient. Following is the text of 
the N.C.A, petition: 


Federal Security Agency 
before the Administrator 


In the Matter of Amending the Stand- 
ard of Identity for Catsup 


The National Canners Association 
representing a substantial portion of 
the packers of catsup, on its own be- 
half and in behalf of its membership, 
respectfully proposes that Section 
53.10 (a) (3) of the Regulations under 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act be amended by deleting therefrom 
the words, “sugar or a mixture of 
sugar and dextrose (refined corn 
sugar),” and substituting the words 
“sugar or dextrose, or corn sirup, or 
corn sirup solids, or any mixture of 
two or more of these.” 


The basis for this petition is an ex- 
pressed desire by a substantial portion 
of the catsup industry that corn sirup 
both dried and as a concentrated 
aqueous solution, be specified as an 
optional seasoning ingredient for cat- 
sup. 


Catsup packers have conducted ex- 
tensive tests for about two years to 
determine the feasibility of using corn 
sirup in catsup. The data available 
as the result of these tests establish 
the suitability of corn sirup for use 
as a seasoning ingredient in catsup. 


Accordingly, it is respectfully re- 
quested that the present standards be 
amended as proposed. Such action 
would promote consumer interests in 
that it would serve to broaden the base 
of available seasoning ingredients. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CARLOS CAMPBELL, 
National Canners Association 
March 20, 1958. 
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Information Letter 


PROCUREMENT 


Amounts of Canned Foods 
Procured in 1951 and 1952 


Amounts of canned foods procured 
by the Army Quartermaster Corps 
during the calendar years 1951 and 
1952 have been reported by the Muni- 
tions Board, Department of Defense. 


Canned fruite—Of the 6.3 million 
cases of canned fruits purchased by 
the QMC in the — 1952, 3.5 million 
cases were purchased during the pe- 
riod July-December. This compares 
with 5.0 million cases purchased dur- 
ing this same period in 1951. The 
total purchases by the QMC in 1952 
of the items on the set-aside list were 
smaller than the purchases during 
the same period in 1951 for each item 
in the list except apple sauce and figs. 
On the average, QMC purchases this 
year have been running more than 35 
percent less than purchases a year 
ago. 

Canned juices—Purchases of canned 
juice by the QMC in 1952 was about 
43 percent less than in the calendar 
year 1951. Apple and grape juice 
were the only two juices of which 
larger quantities were purchased by 
the QMC in 1952 than in 1951. The 
canned juice showing the biggest de- 
cline was pineapple juic own 75 
percent below the 1951 purchases. 


Canned vegetables—Of the approxi- 
mately 12.5 million cases of canned 
vegetables on the set-aside list which 
the QMC purchased during the calen- 
dar year 1952, 5.8 million cases were 
purchased during the period July-De- 
cember, 1952, with all of this quantity 

robably coming from the 1992 pack, 

uring the same period of 1951 the 

MC purchased 8.2 million cases of 
these same set-aside items. Actually 
larger quantities of canned vegetables 
were purchased from the non-set-aside 
items. In the six months from July to 
December, 1952, the QMC purchased 
7.6 million cases of the 15.9 million 
shown in the table below. In 1951 
the QMC purchases of these non-set- 
aside items amounted to 10.4 million 
cases from July through December. 
Purchases of canned vegetables have 
been less this year than a year a 
for each item on the set-aside list 
except tomatoes and tomato products. 
Purchases have averaged about one- 
fourth less than a year ago for all 
canned vegetables. 


Other items—Of the seven miscel- 
laneous items included in the follow- 
ing table, only purchases of olives 
during 1952 exceeded 1951 purchases. 
Purchases of cranberry sauce in 1952 
were 60 percent less below 1951 and 
purchases of jams and jellies were 
down more than 80 percent. 


Commodity 


Canned fruits in- 
cluded in 1052 
set-aside: 


Figs. 
Fruit cocktail..... . 
Peaches 


Pineapple 
Plums and prunes. . 
Prunes, dried,canned 


Canned juices: 


Blended citrus..... 
Grapefruit 


Other items: 


Grapefruit........ 
Cranberry sauce... 


Fruit puree........ 


Commodity 


Canned vegetables 
included in 1952 
set-aside: 


Sweet potatoes 


Tomato paste 


Mushrooms 
Pickles, cel. relish . 
Pickle relish, sweet. 
Pimientos. . 
Puree, veg. 
tomato 
Sauerkraut 
Chili sauce 
Tomato 
Tomato puree * 
Peas and carrots 
Succotash......... 
Vegetables, mixed. . 
White potatoes 
Soup, ready-to-serve 


Year Year 1 

1951 1952 1951 

(per- 
(1,000 cases 24/244) cent) 

877.4 738.8 — 16 

270.1 470.2 + 74 

638.9 638.1 88 

195.1 163.8 — 16 

268.5 48.0 — 82 
1,055.9 420.1 — 60 

124.7 286.7 + 129 
1,226.2 552.5 — 5&5 
1,000.4 1,465.8 — 27 
1,168.1 530.7 — 55 
1,579.5 712.1 — 33 

498.2 234.2 — 53 

0 36.56 ... 
9,902.0 6,206.5 — 36 
(1,000 cases 24/2) 

1,334.2 065.1 — 28 

870.1 372.0 — 57 
1,483.90 1,135.2 — 23 

10.4 21.7 + 100 

6 230.4 + 136 
1,717.1 428.9 — 75 
6,613.3 3.153.3 — 43 
(1,000 cases 24/2) 

599.1 472.1 — 21 

228.8 0.6 — 60 

(1,000 pounds) 

4.789 2.824 — 41 
43.733 8.80 80 
33.040 4.825 — 80 

4.447 5,325 + 20 

344 100 — 53 
alendar Calendar Change 

Year Year from 

1951 1952 1051 

(per- 
cent) 
(1,000 cases 24/2) 

439.6 273.9 — 38 
1,230.8 593.6 — &2 
3,036.9 1304.09 — 57 

537.7 340.5 — 37 
3,009.2 1,725.4 — 44 
3,141.1 2,200.4 — 30 

105.0 171.5 — 37 

049.6 640.2 — 33 
3,100.7 3,500.7 + 13 
1,120.7 1,216.8 + 9 

332.3 482.7 + 45 
17,102.6 12,459.6 — 27 
(1,000 cases 24/2) 

310.1 97.0 — Of 
117.9 278.5 — 136 
2.4 38.0 +1483 
2.0 6.1 — 200 
236.6 350.2 + 48 
153.4 41.9 — 7 
28.3 12.4 — 56 
26.5 36.3 + 37 
416.0 565.8 + 36 
406.5 313.0 — 23 
4.8 17.3 + 260 
2,136.2 1,570.0 — 27 
370.1 20.4 — 04 

13.8 0 

80.2 0 

94.0 0 es 

4.3 0 ee 

10.1 23.5 + 133 
21,514.8 15,939.09 — 26 


Walsh-Healey Exemption 


(Concluded from page 147) 


of national administration the request 
for the Walsh-Healey exemption, 
formerly requested by Secretary Pace 
and approved by Secretary Rosen- 
berg, has been reaffirmed by Secretary 
of the Army Stevens and Secretary 
of Defense Wilson. 


Colonel Durbin testified that in or- 
der to obtain canned foods in grades, 
containers, and export packaging to 
meet the requirements of the armed 
forces, it is necessary for the QMC to 
contract with canners in advance of 
packing. Otherwise, he stated, the 
QMC must buy “shelf stocks.” 


He reported that in 1949 and 1950, 
when Walsh-Healey stipulations were 
included in government contracts, the 
QMC was able to purchase food to 
meet its over-all subsistence require- 
ments, but found it necessary to fill 
in with substitutes and with grades, 
styles of pack, and container sizes that 
were not economical to the government 
either in cost or use. 


In 1951 and 1952, when a Walsh- 
Healey exemption was granted, the 
QMC obtained its requirements and 
at an earlier date and at considerable 
savings to the government, Colonel 
Durbin said. During the two seasons 
when the Walsh-Healey exemption 
was in effect, he stated, the QMC 
realized savings in numbers of con- 
tainers and packages, weight, and 
cube—important factors in transpor- 
tation, warehousing, and mess plan- 
ning—as well as about $6,000,000. 


Colonel Durbin said that canners 
had indicated that they are reluctant 
to operate under Walsh-Healey Act 
requirements, and that the QMC has 
studied all other means of obtaining 
armed forces requirements but with- 
out success. He declared that it is 
apparent that the QMC cannot obtain 
its requirements satisfactorily with- 
out the Walsh-Healey exemption, and 
that no other practicable remedy is 
available. 


The three canners—Howard Cum- 
ming, A. L. Keene, and O. E. Snider— 
described how inclusion of the Walsh- 
Healey stipulations in government 
contracts would affect their opera- 
tions and those of other canners in 
their areas. They said that because 
the Walsh-Healey stipulations require 
practices not in keeping with normal 
commercial operations, canners do not 
want to be subject to the Walsh- 
Healey Act. 


The Department of the Army re- 
quested that canned beets be added 
to the list of canned fruits and vege- 
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tables for which it had requested the 
Walsh-Healey exemption through De- 
cember 31 of this year. 

It also was brought out at the hear- 
ing that the Department of Defense 
has requested the Department of Ag- 
riculture to issue set-aside orders 
covering military requirements of 
seasonal canned fruits and vegetables 
of the 1953 pack. 


Labor 


Labor was represented at the hear- 
ing by the AFL, CIO, teamsters, and 
packinghouse workers, All opposed 
the exemption. 


Bert Seidman, staff economist with 
the AFL, termed the canners’ refusal 
to operate under the Walsh-Healey 
Act a “strike against the government” 
and said that the Walsh-Healey ex- 
emption would undermine minimum 
labor standards in the canning indus- 
try and would penalize the “fair em- 
ployers” who are meeting these stand- 
ards of wages and working conditions. 


Elliott Bredhoff, assistant general 
counsel of the CIO, asserted that the 
government should utilize authority 
under Section 18 of the Selective Serv- 
ice and Training Act and place man- 
datory orders with canners and re- 
quire their compliance. Mr. Bredhoff 
also represented the United Packing- 
house Workers of America, CIO. 

Louis Harkins, of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, and also 
representing the National Cannery 
Conference, also opposed the exemp- 
tion. 


PERSONNEL 


Yonker Heads Canned Sea Food 
Inspection at Seattle Pier 


Walter V. Yonker has been placed 
in charge of canned sea food inspec- 
tion in Seattle, effective March 23. 
He succeeds O. Eugene Shostrom, who 
died February 23. The appointment 
was announced by Dr, E. D. Clark, 
Director of the Northwest Branch of 
N. C. A. 

Mr. Yonker received the degree of 
B.S. in food technology in 1942 and a 
B. A. degree in physical education in 
1944, both from the University of 
Washington. He served as assistant 
to Mr. Shostrom at Pier 24N in Seattle 
from June, 1947, to November, 1951, 
and now returns to the inspection 
work after having had experience in 
the field of production. 


A. M. A. Seal Granted 
to Dietetic Canned Foods 


The new bulletin Dietetic 
Canned Foods has been reviewed 
by the Council on Foods and 

utrition of the American Medi- 
cal Association, and N.C.A. has 
been given permission to display 
the Council's Seal of Acceptance 
in this publication. 

A resume of the booklet has 
appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, 
and gratifying response has been 
received from its readers. 


Georgia Canners Association 


The Georgia Canners Association 
has elected the following officers: 


President—C, Rouss May, The Hills 
Brothers Co., Woodbury; first vice 
president—Ed White, White Packing 
Company, Vienna; second vice presi- 
dent—Grady Langford, Langford & 
Taylor, Meansville; secretary—Paul 
J. Mitchell, Jr., Box 73, Griffin. 


Canners League of California 


The Canners League of California 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual directors 
conference: 


President—Don B. Wood, Wood 
Canning Co., Stockton (reelected) ; 
vice presidents—George A. Gooding, 
California Packing Corp., San Fran- 
cisco (reelected), George E. McDear- 
mid, Libby, MeNeill & Libby, San 
Francisco (reelected), and John E. 
Dodds, Sehuckl & Co., Ine., Sunny- 
vale; executive vice president -M. A. 
Clevenger, San Francisco (reelected) ; 
secretary—Miss Sylvia Kempton, San 
Francisco (reelected); treasurer—R. 
J. Marsh, San Francisco (reelected). 


Northwest Canners Association 


The Northwest Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual meeting: 


President—James E. Klahre, Apple 
Growers Association, Hood River, 
Ore.; first vice president—Vernon 
Whitney, Walla Walla Canning Co., 
Walla Walla, Wash.; second vice 
president—Berkeley A. Davis, Rogers 
Canning Co., Milton, Ore.; executive 
vice president and secretary-treasurer 
~-Cecil R. Tulley, Portland, Ore. (re- 
elected). 


Ozark Canners Association 


The Ozark Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual conven- 
tion: 


President—Larry DeWese, Steele 
Canning Co., Springdale, Ark.; vice 
president-—J. J. Diehl, Jr., Hyde Park 
Canning Co., Muskogee, Okla.; secre- 
tary-treasurer-traffiic manager—Joe 
T. Talbert, Fayetteville, Ark. (re- 
clected). 


New Association Members 


The following firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the N. C. A. 
since January 17, 1953: 


Co-operative Security Corr., 40 N. Main St., 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Famt aN D CANNING Co., INC., Fairland, Ind. 
Producta—Pumpkin, tomatoes, tomato juice. 
Officer—R, W. Jones, secretary-treasurer, 

FUMREMANN CANNING Co., P.O. Box 152, 
Mayville, Wis. Producte—Whole kernel corn, 
green peas, Oficer—Howard J. Fuhremann, 
president. 

Honuax Packine Co., INnc., 1008 Western 
Ave., Seattle 4, Wash, Product—Noodles and 
2— Officer—G, Lee Riswell, vice presi- 

t. 


Ivak's INC., Pier 54, Seattle 4, Wash. Prod- 
uct—Clam Chowder, Officer—Ivar Haglund, 
president. 

LAND AuTHoRITY oF Purrto Rico, Box 9745, 
Santuree, P'. R. Product—Pineapple. Officer 
Angel E. Marichal, 
rector, 

Morton CANNING Co., 
Producta—Apples, cher 


assistant executive di- 


Inc., Morton, N. V. 
ries, peaches, — 


prunes, quinces, Officer—Harold A. Skutt 
secretary. 

Pro CANNING Conr., Pecatonia, Ill. Prod- 
ucte—Corn, green Officer—Allan C. 


Hoganson, secretary. 

Rose Kr CANNING Co., INc., Box 860, 
Thomasville, Ga, Producte—Green beans, okra, 
and tomatoes, 2 squash, sweet pota- 
toes, Officer—F. H. Searcy, president. 

Star CANNING Co., Lomira, Wis. Producta 
—Beets, corn, green peas, Officer—Lloyd Sterr, 
secretary-treasurer. 


DEATH 


Paul Wormser 


Paul Wormser, 60, for many years 
vice president of S. & W. Fine Foods, 
Inc., of San Francisco, died March 23. 

A graduate of Stanford University 
in 1915, Mr. Wormser joined the firm 
a year later as secretary and director. 
His father, the late Gustav Wormser, 
was a founder of Sussman, Wormser 
and Co., the firm that later became 
S. & W. 

Paul Wormser was elected treasurer 
in 1916 and vice president in 1922. 
He served as vice president and as 
director until his death. 
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Information Letter 


MEETING 


Ratzesberger Speaks at 
Meeting of California Canners 


The canning industry of California, 
with its record of volume output of 
many canned food products and its 
important contributions to the eco- 
nomic well-being of the state, was 
cited this week by N.C.A. President 
Louis Ratzesberger, Jr. 

In addressing the 49th annual di- 
rectors conference of the Canners 
League of California, Mr. Ratzes- 
berger recalled a prophecy, written 
by one of the state’s pioneer canners 
40 years ago, that the California can- 
ning industry and its products would 
attain prominence. 


The 40-year-old prophecy foresaw 
virtually limitless opportunities for 
the canning industry in California, 
with its several fertile valleys, the 
opening of new markets in the West, 
as well as the expected opening of the 
Panama Canal to speed transport to 
markets on the East Coast and in 
Europe. 

Mr. Ratzesberger pointed out that 
the canners of California have ex- 
ceeded expectations. 

Today, he pointed out, the state 
turns out one-third of the nation’s 
canned fruits and vegetables and 
leads other states in over-all canned 
foods production. 


Two-Year Limitation 
(Concluded from page 147) 


of action was subject to the statute 
of limitations, the two-year period be- 
gan to run only after it was adminis- 
tratively determined by the Depart- 
ment of Labor that the contractor was 
liable to the United States for liqui- 
dated damages; and (3) in any event, 
the beginning of the administrative 
proceedings within the two-year period 
constituted the commencement of the 
action required by the statute. 


The Supreme Court rejected each 
of these contentions, declaring that 
the two-year period begins to run 
from the date of the breach of duty, 
not of its discovery, and that, for pur- 
poses of the statute, only the begin- 
ning of an actual law suit can con- 
stitute the commencement of action 
required by the statute. 

The decision will require the Labor 
Department to attempt greater expe- 
dition in its administrative investiga- 
tions and its handling of enforcement 
proceedings. 


Call for 1953 Directory Copy 


Many N.C.A. members have 
not returned to Association 
headquarters the forms for the 
1953 Canners Directory. It is 
urged that these members fill 
out the questionnaire forms for 
the Directory and return them 
to N. C. A. immediately. Because 
of the printing schedule, the 
forms must be closed on receipt 
of mail April 13. 


Mexican Farm Labor Program 
(Concluded from page 147) 


ing the domestic agricultural labor 
force. 


Through the Chief of the Man- 
power staff of the Production and 
Marketing Administration, Arthur J. 
Holmaas, the Department of Agricul- 
ture recommended continuation of the 
Mexican labor program under the 
present authority. 


Opposition to the program was 
voiced by representatives of the AFL 
and CIO, 


FOREIGN TRADE 


Report on U. S. Tuna Industry 


The U. S. Tariff Commission, which 
ruled last November that tuna im- 
ports were not injuring or threaten- 
ing injury to the domestic tuna indus- 
try, reported this week that the fi- 
nancial position of the industry has 
improved in the last year. 


This is one of the principal conclu- 
sions in a report, covering production, 
trade and consumption of tuna in the 
United States, that was prepared for 
the Senate Committee on Finance and 
issued March 23. The Committee had 
requested a thorough study of the in- 
dustry last June after a bill to estab- 
lish a temporary duty on fresh or 
frozen tuna was rejected by the 
Senate. 


The Tariff Commission ruled 
against the tuna industry last year 
in its application for “escape clause” 
action leading to possible modification 
of tariffs on canned tuna in brine and 
canned bonito in oil or brine. The 
report to the Finance Committee 
makes no recommendations. 
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